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This publication is the first journal created by students from the Department of

Peace and Conflict Research (DPCR) at Uppsala University. As its founding Editorial
Board, our mission is to provide a platform for student researchers to contribute to
interdisciplinary peace and conflict discourse and to share their perspectives on a
wide-ranging scope of topics related to the field. Additionally, on a practical level,
we also believe that exposing students to the peer review and publication process
will better prepare them for their later roles as academics and practitioners.

Our team is extremely proud of the first volume of PAX et BELLUM Journal. Acting
on an initiative such as this one is a complex undertaking. It requires more than a
mere will to accomplish something, demanding commitment, active learning, and
cooperation. For the Editors, this process has been an enormously valuable
learning curve. Each week has taught us more about the details and general
procedures of the process. More importantly, the successful launch of a student
journal is contingent upon high quality student submissions, on peer reviews by PhD-
students and faculty members, and on the support of experienced Senior Advisors.
We are so fortunate to have received all three.

The first issue of PAX et BELLUM Journal is special, not only for its novelty, but also
because of its varied content. The issue includes a wide range of theories and cases
that are highly relevant to our field today. Furthermore, this volume includes
contributions from two remarkable individuals, Peter Wallensteen and Henning
Melber, who have influenced and framed academic peace and conflict discourse.

Now, we look towards the future in the hope that this inaugural issue will be the
first of many for PAX et BELLUM Journal. We encourage both Master and Bachelor
students to submit their papers in the coming months since planning is already
underway for our Fall 2014 issue. It is an honor and a pleasure to share with you
our work and the work of our esteemed colleagues.
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